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Tam Dao

The hilltop colonial resort has recently been infused with venture capital enhancing the
comfort of its numerous resorts. During our stay in late March, an infusion of clouds and
drizzle prevailed, but this did not seem to diminish the birding opportunities.

At least three trails led into fairly undisturbed forest, one well below the microwave
towers to the west, the other along a ridge to the east.

The western trail proved very productive, passing through good highland forest and
being long and fairly level, the other was quite slippery when wet.

At this elevation, birds tend to stay active all day. We encountered many good ones and
a few leeches.

Cuc Phuong

An excellent one-lane concrete road cuts through primary forest from the entrance to
the center of the park- this hard surface affords birders opportunities to encounter pittas
and early-bird thrushes— provided you're there during the pre-dawn twilight.

Other park trails pass through good forest and, in morning hours, are also productive;
some, aside from the ‘grid’, can be quite steep.

Xuan Thuy

It's an estuary distinctly divided by high barriers preventing salt water intrusion into
sensitive freshwater ricefield. Accomodations are restricted nearby and distant if
comfort is a concern. Numerous canals bordered by dikes provide pedestrian access
but bird viewing is restricted unless arrangements are made for boat transport to the
best mudflats or migrant traps.

The residents have put the saline mudflats into aquaculture production, which in turn will
likely put some shorebirds under continued stress.

Casuarinas imported from Australia may protect front beaches from shoreline erosion
and provide a respite for northbound Asiatic migrants. A 30-minute boat ride is
necessary to reach the nearest migrant trap from the park center.

A longer boat ride is necessary to reach the extensive saline mudflats where one may
find Nordmann’s Greenshank and Spoonbilled Sandpiper (the latter not seen by us),

Cat Tien National Park

The success of our visit here depended entirely upon the cooperation of the local park
guides. Fortunately, previous tour operators had instilled these sharp locals with a
sense of the dozen or so lowland forest endemics that we were seeking.

Once we made our intentions known to one of the guides, we were taken to several
known sites for the taxa we sought.

Again. pre-dawn auto drives along the park road is productive for several target species,
including Siamese Fireback and Germain’s Peacock-pheasant.

Bao Loc

The public road over the pass at Deo Nui San affords a special glimpse at an important
habitat for mid-elevation creatures like Blue Pitta, Orange-breasted and Black-hooded
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Laughingthrushes and Gray-headed Parrotbill. Footrail access is limited (there is one- if
you know where to look) but roadside birding, in spite of the moderate traffic, can be
productive.

Da Lat

A popular hill station resort, Da Lat offers comfortable accommodation with several
nearby sites for birding.

The closest, with a micro-habitat teeming with juicy endemics, is Datan La Falls.
Although small in area, it needs to be covered thoroughly for specialties that might be
missed or overlooked elsewhere.

The finest area in terms of habitat and endemics, is Mount Lang Bian, about 20 km from
Da Lat. Once above the pine forest and into the evergreens, you will need to start
looking for Grey-crowned Crocias and Collared Laughingthrush.

Our trusty local guide, Richard Craik, took us to two other sites, which provided
encounters with Cutia, and Black-hooded Laughingthrush (h) as well as Rafflesia (a
plant unique in both sight and smell).

Special Species Accounts
Orange-Necked Partridge

Following a fruitless search of tall roosting trees on the ridge used by Green Peafowl,
our local guide led us to a pastoral valley north (then east) of the park boundary with
canyon sides thick with stands of heavy bamboo. Eventually a pair sounded off and was
recorded. Our group placed itself strategically under the bamboo on preparation for
playback. A male approached within 20 feet and was seen by most in the group.
However, thick bamboo cover prevented good views by all.

Following the event, one of the participants was heard to say “You guys sure that was a
green peafowl? It sure looked smaller and more brownish to me!” To which we all
laughed -cautiously, though- assuming we were being ‘yanked’ by a joke-crafting
ornifolker.

Siamese Fireback

Not uncommon; a memorable encounter was between the Cat Tien HQ and Croc lake,
when a male displayed before a female around dawn in the middle of the road as we
watched from the jeep.

Germain’s Peacock-pheasant

Often heard from forest trails and seen well from the road at several sites above the HQ
at Cat Tien. Also heard at Deo Nui San.

Great Hornbill

Numerous noisy fly-bys and occasionally seen on the perch at Cat Tien and also at Deo
Nui San.
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Nordman’s Greenshank

One was separated from numerous other greenshanks, plovers, godwits, curlews and
redshanks with the assistance of a skilled leader and a scope on the tidal flats at Xuan
Thuy.

Black-headed Ibis

An individual in the aquaculture ponds near the HQ at Xuan Thuy; and a pair the
following day.

Black-faced Spoonbill

Counted nine in the aquaculture ponds south of the HQ at Xuan Thuy; more (possibly
the same flock) were seen the next day from the HQ.

Gray-streaked Flycatcher

A singleton on the roadside edge in middle-story forest at Deo Nui San was an
unexpected migrant record for S Annam.

Black-hooded Laughingthrush

Heard in deep forest inside Deo Nui San and again on two occasions from Ta Nung and
Ho Tuyen Lam, but never seen.

White-cheeked Laughingthrush

Several groups were encountered on occasion at Deo Nui San and seen again at Datan
La falls.

Collared Laughingthrush

Two were coaxed into view from thick undergrowth (near or on the deck) adjacent to a
recent clearing on Mount Lang Bian.

Orange-breasted Laughingthrush

Two birds taped into roadside vegetation at Deo Nui San where they were seen well,
with patience, by the entire group from the road.

Gray-faced Tit-babbler
A few small groups seen and heard from trails near the HQ of Cat Tien.
Cutia

An individual offered us great views in the canopy, as a Collared Laughingthrush was
showing from the deck of Mount Lang Bian.

Gray-crowned Crocias

Superb views of a canopy performance in response to playback from the trails of Ta
Nung.

Short-tailed Parrotbill

One popped into and out of view for a fortunate few, from heavy bamboo along the tralil
near Tam Dao.
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Vietnamese Greenfinch

Heard and located high in the pines at the entrance to Datan La falls; numbers reported
on subsequent days from other pine habitats near Da Lat.
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